
DETECTIVES OF THE BRITISH ISLES 
 

Compiled from lists on www.overbooked.org , www.northbrook.info, www.sldirectory.com, 

www.stopyourekillingme.com. Also, visit Scotland Yard's Web Site! www.met.police.uk 

 
Jane Adams Jane Adams Jane Adams Jane Adams     

  • Naomi Blake: blind ex-policewoman in the Midlands of England  

  • Mike Croft: detective inspector in Norfolk, England  

  • Ray Flowers: former police sergeant, now a private investigator, in England  

 

Catherine Aird Catherine Aird Catherine Aird Catherine Aird     

  • Christopher Dennis “Seedy” Sloan: Berebury CID department head in West Calleshire, England  

 

Rennie Airth Rennie Airth Rennie Airth Rennie Airth     

  • Inspector John Madden: of Scotland Yard, a shell-shocked veteran of World War I  

 

Bruce Alexander Bruce Alexander Bruce Alexander Bruce Alexander     

  • Sir John Fielding: blind magistrate and founder of the first police force in 1700s London, 

England  

 

James AndersJames AndersJames AndersJames Anderson on on on     

  • Inspector Wilkins: in 1930s England  

 

Jo Bannister Jo Bannister Jo Bannister Jo Bannister     

  • Harry Marsh: chief inspector, and Dr. Clio Rees, a physician and mystery writer, in England  

  • Frank Shapiro, Cal Donovan, and Liz Graham: cops in Castlemere, England  

 

Robert Barnard Robert Barnard Robert Barnard Robert Barnard     

  • Charlie Peace: young black Scotland Yard detective first in London and then in Leeds, England  

  • Perry Trethowan: Scotland Yard inspector in London, England  

 

M.C. Beaton M.C. Beaton M.C. Beaton M.C. Beaton     

  • Hamish Macbeth: police constable in Scotland  

 

Mark Billingham Mark Billingham Mark Billingham Mark Billingham     

  • Tom Thorne: middle aged detective inspector in London, England  

 

Ingrid Black Ingrid Black Ingrid Black Ingrid Black     

  • Grace Fitzgerald: Detective Chief Superintendent with the murder squad, and Saxon, a former 

US FBI agent turned true-crime writer, in Dublin, Ireland  

 

Stephen Booth Stephen Booth Stephen Booth Stephen Booth     

  • Detective Constable Ben Cooper: trying to fill his police sergeant father’s shoes, and new 

partner, Diane Fry, recently transferred to Edendale’s force, in the Peak District in England  

 

Rhys Bowen Rhys Bowen Rhys Bowen Rhys Bowen     

  • Evan Evans: village constable in Llanfair, Wales  

 

John Brady John Brady John Brady John Brady     

  • Matt Minogue: police sergeant detective in Dublin, Ireland  

 

    



Christianna Brand Christianna Brand Christianna Brand Christianna Brand     

  • Inspector Charlesworth: in England  

  • Inspector Chucky: in England  

  • Inspector Cockrill: attached to a constabulary in Kent County, England  

 

Emily Brightwell Emily Brightwell Emily Brightwell Emily Brightwell     

  • Inspector Witherspoon: policeman 

 

Leo Bruce Leo Bruce Leo Bruce Leo Bruce     

  • Sergeant Beef: beer-and-darts-loving common man in England   

 

Ken Bruen Ken Bruen Ken Bruen Ken Bruen     

  • Detective Sergeant Tom Brant and Chief Inspector James Roberts: in London’s southeast 

precinct  

 

W.J. Burley W.J. Burley W.J. Burley W.J. Burley     

  • Charles Wycliffe: area CID superintendent in West Country, England  

 

Gwendoline Butler Gwendoline Butler Gwendoline Butler Gwendoline Butler     

  • John Coffin: police inspector rising through the ranks to Commissioner in south London, 

England  

  • William Winter: police inspector, later superintendent, in south London, England  

 

Lillian Stewart Carl Lillian Stewart Carl Lillian Stewart Carl Lillian Stewart Carl     

  • Alasdair Cameron: police detective in Scotland  

 

Kate Charles Kate Charles Kate Charles Kate Charles     

  • Mark Lombardi: police officer and DI Neville Stewart in London, England  

 

Paul Charles Paul Charles Paul Charles Paul Charles     

  • Christy Kennedy: Irish-born Detective Inspector of Camden CID in England  

  • Inspector Starrett: of the Garda Serious Crime Unit, in County Donegal, Ireland  

 

Ann Cleeves Ann Cleeves Ann Cleeves Ann Cleeves     

  • Stephen Ramsey: impulsive police inspector in Northumberland, England  

  • Vera Stanhope: detective inspector in East Yorkshire, England  

 

Barbara Barbara Barbara Barbara Cleverly Cleverly Cleverly Cleverly     

  • Commander Joe Sandilands: Scotland Yard detective assigned to post-WWI India  

 

Martina Cole Martina Cole Martina Cole Martina Cole     

  • Kate Burrows: detective inspector in the East End of London, England  

 

Mat CowardMat CowardMat CowardMat Coward    

• Detective Constable Frank Mitchell and Detective Inspector Don Packham 

 

John Creasey John Creasey John Creasey John Creasey     

  • Inspector Roger West: of Scotland Yard, in London England  

 

Deborah Crombie Deborah Crombie Deborah Crombie Deborah Crombie     

  • Duncan Kincaid: Scotland Yard superintendent, and Gemma James, a sergeant, in London, 

England  

 

    



Clare Curzon Clare Curzon Clare Curzon Clare Curzon     

  • Mike Yeadings: police superintendent, and Angus Mott, a police sergeant, in Thames Valley, 

England  

 

Freda DavisFreda DavisFreda DavisFreda Davis        

• Detective Inspector Keith Tyrell 

 

Colin Dexter Colin Dexter Colin Dexter Colin Dexter     

  • Chief Inspector Morse: inspector in Oxford, England  

 

Carola DunnCarola DunnCarola DunnCarola Dunn    

• The Honorable Daisy Dalrymple and her Scotland Yard detective husband Alec Fletcher 

 

Marjorie Eccles Marjorie Eccles Marjorie Eccles Marjorie Eccles     

  • Dave Crouch: detective inspector, and Sgt Kate Colville  

  • Gil Mayo: police detective in the Midlands, England  

  • DI Tom Richmonds: in Yorkshire, England  

 

Martin Edwards Martin Edwards Martin Edwards Martin Edwards     

  • Detective Chief Inspector Hannah Scarlett of the Cold Case Squad in the Lake District of 

England  

 

Kate Ellis Kate Ellis Kate Ellis Kate Ellis     

  • Wesley Peterson: detective sergeant, and Gerry Heffernan, his boss, in South Devon, England  

 

Olive Etchells Olive Etchells Olive Etchells Olive Etchells     

  • DCI Channon: in Cornwall, England  

 

Geraldine Evans Geraldine Evans Geraldine Evans Geraldine Evans     

  • DCI Will (Willow Tree) Casey and DS Thomas Catt: assigned to the police station in King’s 

Langley, England  

  • DCI Joseph Rafferty and DS Dafyd LLewellyn: assigned to the police station in Elmhurst in 

Essex, England  

 

Christopher Fowler Christopher Fowler Christopher Fowler Christopher Fowler     

  • Arthur Bryant and John May: detectives in the Peculiar Crimes Unit, in London, England  

    

Anthea Fraser Anthea Fraser Anthea Fraser Anthea Fraser     

  • David Webb: detective chief inspector in Wiltshire, England  

 

Elizabeth George Elizabeth George Elizabeth George Elizabeth George     

  • Thomas Lynley: Scotland Yard inspector and eighth Earl of Asherton & Sergeant Barbara Havers 

 

B.M. Gill B.M. Gill B.M. Gill B.M. Gill     

  • Detective Chief Inspector Tom Maybridge: in England  

 

Bartholomew Gill Bartholomew Gill Bartholomew Gill Bartholomew Gill     

  • Peter McGarr: police officer in Dublin, Ireland  

 

Caroline Graham Caroline Graham Caroline Graham Caroline Graham     

  • Tom Barnaby: chief inspector in England   

 

    



Ann Granger Ann Granger Ann Granger Ann Granger     

  • Alan Markby: detective inspector in the Cotswolds, England  

 

Christine Green Christine Green Christine Green Christine Green     

  • Connor O’Neill: chief inspector, and Fran Wilson, detective sergeant, in Fowchester, England  

  • Thomas Rydell: Village Chief Inspector, and Sergeant Denise “Denni” Caldecote, in Marston, 

England  

 

J.M. Gregson J.M. Gregson J.M. Gregson J.M. Gregson     

  • Superintendent John Lambert and Detective Sergeant Bert Hook: policemen and golf 

enthusiasts in Gloucestershire, England  

  • Detective Inspector Peach and Detective Sergeant Lucy Blake: in Lancashire, England  

 

Martha Grimes Martha Grimes Martha Grimes Martha Grimes     

  • Richard Jury: Scotland Yard investigator based in London, England  

 

Patricia Hall Patricia Hall Patricia Hall Patricia Hall     

  • Michael Thackeray: police inspector, in Yorkshire, England  

 

Gerald Hammond Gerald Hammond Gerald Hammond Gerald Hammond     

  • Honey Laird: detective sergeant, then inspector, in Edinburgh, Scotland  

 

Cynthia HCynthia HCynthia HCynthia Harrodarrodarrodarrod----Eagles Eagles Eagles Eagles     

  • Bill Slider: police inspector at Shepherd’s Bush CID, in London, England  

 

Roy Hart Roy Hart Roy Hart Roy Hart     

  • Douglas Roper: detective superintendent in Dorset, England  

 

John Harvey John Harvey John Harvey John Harvey     

  • Frank Elder: ex-cop from Nottingham, now retired and relocated to Cornwall, England  

  • Charlie Resnick: jazz-loving police detective in Nottingham, England  

 

Mo Hayder Mo Hayder Mo Hayder Mo Hayder     

  • Jack Caffery: troubled police detective in London, England  

 

S.T. Haymon S.T. Haymon S.T. Haymon S.T. Haymon     

  • Ben Jurnet: detective inspector, raised a Unitarian, in Norfolk, England  

 

Georgette Heyer Georgette Heyer Georgette Heyer Georgette Heyer     

  • Superintendent Hannasyde: police superintendent in England  

  • Inspector Hemingway: Hannasyde’s subordinate in England  

 

Jack Higgins Jack Higgins Jack Higgins Jack Higgins     

  • Nick Miller: sergeant detective at Central Division, in London, England  

 

Reginald Hill Reginald Hill Reginald Hill Reginald Hill     

  • Superintendent Andrew Dalziel and Sergeant Peter Pascoe: pair of police inspectors in 

Yorkshire, England  

 

John Buxton Hilton John Buxton Hilton John Buxton Hilton John Buxton Hilton     

  • Thomas Brunt: CID inspector in the hill country of Northern England  

  • Simon Kenworthy: hard-working detective inspector, later superintendent, with Scotland Yard, 

in London, England  

 



Alan Hunter Alan Hunter Alan Hunter Alan Hunter     

  • George Gently: police inspector, later Chief Superintendent, based in East Anglia, England  

 

Graham Hurley Graham Hurley Graham Hurley Graham Hurley     

  • Joe Faraday: detective inspector in Portsmouth, England, recently promoted to the elite Major 

Crimes Team  

 

Michael Innes Michael Innes Michael Innes Michael Innes     

  • John Appleby: inspector at Scotland Yard in London, England  

 

Bill James Bill James Bill James Bill James     

  • Colin Harpur: detective chief superintendent, and Desmond Iles, assistant chief constable in an 

English seaport  

 

P.DP.DP.DP.D. James . James . James . James     

  • Adam Dalgliesh: critically acclaimed poet and Scotland Yard commander, in London, England  

 

Peter James Peter James Peter James Peter James     

  • Roy Grace: Detective Superintendent of the CID, in Sussex, England  

 

Quintin Jardine Quintin Jardine Quintin Jardine Quintin Jardine     

  • Robert Skinner: high-ranking cop in Edinburgh, Scotland  

 

H.R.F. Keating H.R.F. Keating H.R.F. Keating H.R.F. Keating     

  • Harriet Martens: detective superintendent in Greater Birchester, England  

 

Susan B. Kelly Susan B. Kelly Susan B. Kelly Susan B. Kelly     

  • Gregory Summers: police superintendent in the Thames Valley, England  

  • Nick Trevellyan: detective inspector, and Alison Hope, a software designer, in Hop Valley, 

England  

 

Michael Kenyon Michael Kenyon Michael Kenyon Michael Kenyon     

  • Superintendent O’Malley: of the Irish Garda  

  • Henry Peckover: police inspector and the Scotland Yard Cockney poet, in London, England  

 

Alanna Knight Alanna Knight Alanna Knight Alanna Knight     

  • Inspector Jeremy Faro: detective in Victorian Edinburgh, Scotland  

 

Bill Knox Bill Knox Bill Knox Bill Knox     

  • Colin Thane and Phil Moss: Crime Squad officers in Glasgow, Scotland  

 

Lynda La Plante Lynda La Plante Lynda La Plante Lynda La Plante     

  • Jane Tennison: detective chief inspector in London, England  

  • Anna Travis: rookie detective, in London, England  

 

David Lawrence David Lawrence David Lawrence David Lawrence     

  • Stella Mooney: Detective Sergeant in London, England  

 

John LawtonJohn LawtonJohn LawtonJohn Lawton    

• Chief Inspector Frederick Troy 

 

Elizabeth Lemarchand Elizabeth Lemarchand Elizabeth Lemarchand Elizabeth Lemarchand     

  • Tom Pollard and Gregory Toye: Scotland Yard detectives, in London, England  

 



Peter Lovesey Peter Lovesey Peter Lovesey Peter Lovesey     

  • Richard Cribb and Edward Thackeray: policemen in Victorian London, England  

  • Peter Diamond: ex-cop in Bath, England  

 

Stuart MacBride Stuart MacBride Stuart MacBride Stuart MacBride     

  • Logan McRae: detective sergeant in Aberdeen, Scotland  

 

Ngaio Marsh Ngaio Marsh Ngaio Marsh Ngaio Marsh     

  • Roderick Alleyn: second son of a baronet and police inspector in London, England  

 

Edward Marston Edward Marston Edward Marston Edward Marston     

  • Jonathan Bale: constable, and Christopher Redmayne, an architect, in 1600s London, England  

  • Robert Colbeck: former attorney now serving as an inspector in the fledging Scotland Yard in 

1851 London, England  

 

Priscilla Masters Priscilla Masters Priscilla Masters Priscilla Masters     

  • Joanna Pierce: detective inspector in Staffordshire, England  

 

Jill McGown Jill McGown Jill McGown Jill McGown     

  • Chief Inspector Lloyd and Inspector Judy Hil: cops and lovers in East Anglia, England 

 

Kay Mitchell Kay Mitchell Kay Mitchell Kay Mitchell     

  • John Morrissey: chief inspector and family man in Malminster, England  

 

Patricia Moyes Patricia Moyes Patricia Moyes Patricia Moyes     

  • Henry Tibbett: Scotland Yard Inspector in London, England  

 

Amy Myers Amy Myers Amy Myers Amy Myers     

  • Peter Marsh: wheelchair-bound ex-policeman, and his daughter Georgia, who investigate 

unsolved murders in Kent, England  

 

Janet Janet Janet Janet Neel Neel Neel Neel     

  • John McLeish: DCI, and Francesca Wilson, a civil servant turned housewife, in London, England  

 

Julie Parsons Julie Parsons Julie Parsons Julie Parsons     

  • Michael McLoughlin: detective inspector, later retired, in Dublin, Ireland  

    

Michael Pearce Michael Pearce Michael Pearce Michael Pearce     

  • Garth Owen: (Mamur Zapt) the British head of Cairo’s Political CID in Cairo, Egypt  

  • Sandor Pelczynski Seymour: multilingual officer with England’s Special Branch in the early 1900s  

 

Anne Perry Anne Perry Anne Perry Anne Perry     

  • William Monk: amnesiac police inspector in Victorian London, England  

  • Thomas and Charlotte Pitt: police inspector and wife in Victorian London, England  

 

Ann Quinton Ann Quinton Ann Quinton Ann Quinton     

  • Nick Holroyd: detective inspector in Dorset, England  

 

Ian Rankin Ian Rankin Ian Rankin Ian Rankin     

  • John Rebus: detective sergeant in Edinburgh, Scotland  

 

Ruth Rendell Ruth Rendell Ruth Rendell Ruth Rendell     

  • Reginald Wexford: chief inspector in Sussex, England  

 



Peter Robinson Peter Robinson Peter Robinson Peter Robinson     

  • Alan Banks: Eastvale detective chief inspector, in Yorkshire, England  

 

Michael Robotham Michael Robotham Michael Robotham Michael Robotham     

  • Vincent Ruiz: detective inspector, and Joseph O’Loughlin, a psychologist, in London, England  

 

Betty Rowlands Betty Rowlands Betty Rowlands Betty Rowlands     

  • Sukey Reynolds: police photographer and crime scene investigator, in England  

 

Dorothy Simpson Dorothy Simpson Dorothy Simpson Dorothy Simpson     

  • Luke Thanet: police inspector in Kent, England  

 

Sally Spencer Sally Spencer Sally Spencer Sally Spencer     

  • Charlie Woodend: Detective Chief Inspector in a village in England  

 

Susannah StaceSusannah StaceSusannah StaceSusannah Stacey y y y     

  • Robert Bone: widowed British police Superintendent  

 

Thomas Swan Thomas Swan Thomas Swan Thomas Swan     

  • Jack Oxby: Scotland Yard art forgery investigator in London, England  

 

Andrew Taylor Andrew Taylor Andrew Taylor Andrew Taylor     

  • Lydmouth series: an ensemble cast including Richard Thornhill, a detective inspector, and Jill 

Francis, a journalist, in Lydmouth, England, in the 1950s  

 

Josephine Tey Josephine Tey Josephine Tey Josephine Tey     

  • Alan Grant: Scotland Yard Inspector  

 

June Thomson June Thomson June Thomson June Thomson     

  • Jack Rudd: detective inspector in Essex, England   

 

Charles Todd Charles Todd Charles Todd Charles Todd     

  • Ian Rutledge: shell-shocked World War I veteran returning to his job at Scotland Yard, in 

London, England  

 

M.J. Trow M.J. Trow M.J. Trow M.J. Trow     

  • Sholto Joseph Lestrade: Scotland Yard inspector in 19th century London, England  

    

Peter Turnbull Peter Turnbull Peter Turnbull Peter Turnbull     

  • George Hennessey: chief inspector, and Detective Sergeant Yellich, with the Vale of York 

police, in England  

 

Stella Whitelaw Stella Whitelaw Stella Whitelaw Stella Whitelaw     

  • Jordan Lacey: ex-cop, start-up private investigator, in Latching, England  

 

R.D. Wingfield R.D. Wingfield R.D. Wingfield R.D. Wingfield     

  • Jack Frost: detective inspector in Denton, England  

 


